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Federal % of Federal
Federal Public % of Federal University University

STATE Population % of Population Research Dollars Rank Public R&D Per Capita Rank R&D Rank R&D Per Capita Rank
Arizona 2,867,764 0.93% 2,349,347,000 23 1.08% 1122 16 1,349,347,000 23 1.19% 122 12
Colorado 4,935,213 1.60% 2,669,356,000 15 2.08% 1136 19 1,582,431,000 13 1.98% 118 13
Idaho 1,527,506 0.50% 2,202,064,000 30 0.63% 1132 11 1,146,934,000 49 0.16% 131 46
Montana 1,968,035 0.31% 2,186,987,000 44 0.27% 1190 26 1,186,987,000 43 0.30% 190 23
Nevada 2,615,772 0.85% 2,187,767,000 43 0.27% 1134 46 1,187,767,000 42 0.30% 134 44
New Mexico 1,986,763 0.65% 2,163,453,000 13 6.71% 1089 11 1,233,585,000 18 4.20% 621 11
Oregon 3,782,991 1.23% 2,313,931,000 26 0.97% 1183 28 1,313,931,000 26 1.07% 183 25
Utah 2,727,343 0.89% 2,221,675,000 28 0.69% 1181 29 1,221,675,000 28 0.75% 181 26
Washington 6,566,073 2.13% 2,897,359,000 11 2.78% 1137 18 1,642,540,000 12 2.19% 198 20
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“Idaho’s fairly low performance in educating its young

population could limit the state’s access to a competitive

workforce and weaken its economy” 

 National Center for Policy and 

Higher Education
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Idaho Top PREPARATION
Early 1990s* 2008 States

High School Completion (25%)

18- to 24-year-olds with a high school credential 85% 89% 95%

K-12 Course taking (30%)

9th to 12th graders taking at least one upper-level math course 40% 46% 64%

9th to 12th graders taking at least one upper-level science course 20% 18% 46%

8th grade students taking algebra n/a 31% 47%

K-12 Student Achievement (35%)

8th graders scoring at or above “proficient” on the national 
assessment exam in math 22% 34% 41%

8th graders scoring at or above “proficient” on the national 
assessment exam in reading n/a 32% 39%

8th graders scoring at or above “proficient” on the national 
assessment exam in science n/a 36% 41%

8th graders scoring at or above “proficient” on the national 
assessment exam in writing n/a 29% 46%

Low-income 8th graders scoring at or above “proficient” on 
the national assessment exam in math n/a 22% 24%

Number of scores in the top 20% nationally on SAT/ACT college 
entrance exam per 1,000 high school graduates 147 190 265

Number of scores that are 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement 
subject test per 1,000 high school juniors and seniors 35 94 237

Teacher Quality (10%)

7th to 12th graders taught by teachers with a major in their subject n/a 69% 83%
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“The notion that startups rely on the beneficence of a 

loose coalition of family and friends seems misleading 

given our findings.  Instead, roughly 80 percent to 90 

percent of most firms’ startup capital is made up in 

equal parts of owner equity and bank debt.” 

 2008 Kaufman Foundation Study 
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